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Wong Nai Chung Gap Trail
Wong Nai Chung Gap Trail features green and heritage attractions.
It was here on 19 December 1941 that one of the bloodiest days of
fighting took place in the short but brutal struggle for Hong Kong
during WWII. The trail connects some of the defensive positions, with
explanations provided by information boards.
From the petrol station on Wong Nai Chung Gap Road, walk
uphill along Tai Tam Reservoir Road for about 10 minutes until
you reach a car park and nearby is Station 1 (Starting Point).
Follow the trail to a small hilltop where you’ll find the ruins of an
anti-aircraft gun position that shot down a Japanese aircraft.
The trail runs along a narrow catchwater offering views across northeast Hong Kong Island and southwest through
the gap to Aberdeen and Ocean Park, one of Hong Kong’s top attractions for families. Here, you can learn about
the strategic importance of Wong Nai Chung Gap. At a junction, there’s a pillbox close by the trail and information
boards telling all about the fierce fighting.
Follow the catchwater until you come to more information boards
telling of battles fought and lives lost. As the trail drops down
the hillside, you might just see a cricket match going on below.
Leaving the wooded hillside, the trail drops again to the highway.
Go down to the pedestrian crossing across from the petrol station,
and you will find the remains of three bunkers that were the
headquarters of a Canadian brigade. The nearby final station
tells of over 1,000 men being killed at Wong Nai Chung Gap on
19 December 1941. Hong Kong fell seven days later.

How to get there:	Take bus 6 or 66 from Exchange Square, Central up to Wong Nai Chung Gap – the stop is just
after the cricket club at the petrol station. To reach the starting point, walk up a flight of steps
then up the Tai Tam Reservoir Road for about 10 minutes, and look for the first trail information
board, by a small car park on the left. Or, MTR Causeway Bay Station Exit A, then take a taxi to
HK Parkview.
Travelling time:

1 to 1.5 hours

Length:	3 km

Difficulty:

Moderate				

Hiking time: 1 to 1.5 hours

Other points of interest
1. At Wong Nai Chung Reservoir Park take a break at the terrace cafe, near where you can rent a pleasure
boat. The reservoir was completed in 1899 and was the third reservoir built in Hong Kong. In view of its
small capacity and high operational cost, it ceased operation as a reservoir and instead was converted into
a recreational park in 1986.
2. Go on the Tai Tam Country Trail to visit Violet Hill, then follow the signs and walk along Wilson Trail to
complete the circuit. There is some hill climbing involved, but the views are great.
3. There are also convenient buses 6 or 66 along Wong Nai Chung Gap Road to get you to Stanley for a bite
to eat and for some sightseeing and shopping.
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Tai Tam Country Park Entrance
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Dragon's Back
Once voted Asia’s favourite hike by Time
magazine, the Dragon’s Back is the aptlynamed spine of a headland on the east
coast of Hong Kong Island. It offers hiking
enthusiasts views of majestic hills, dazzling
coastline and distant islands – all within easy
reach of the city. And at the end of your
excursion, you can relax in Shek O, where
there’s a great beach and fun restaurants.

Tai Tam Bay

Get off the bus at the Cape Collinson stop on Shek O Road. Look for the sign: Shek O Country Park, walk up the
steps next to the sign and take the narrow road to another signpost: Shek O Peak. The Dragon’s Back is to the
right, along the footpath. The winding path takes you through woodland; you cross a couple of small streams,
which can dry up entirely in winter. As the trees thin out, you can see a lovely view of Tai Tam Bay below. But it
gets even better.
At the next junction, turn left and proceed uphill. The woodland gives way to wilder-looking scrub. At the crest of the
ridge, fantastic new vistas are revealed. The shimmering waters of the South China Sea, outlying islands and Clear
Water Bay Peninsula of eastern Hong Kong spread out before you.
Now the trail climbs to the right, and you can soon pause and look out over Big Wave Bay, popular with
local windsurfers.
Then it’s on to Shek O Peak, which at
284 metres is the highest point along
the route. From here you’ll enjoy views
of Shek O Village, a fine place to
visit after hiking the Dragon’s Back.
Follow the trail down to Shek O Road
(To Tei Wan Village), and then take the bus
back to Central or Shek O Village.

How to get there:	MTR Shau Kei Wan Station Exit A3; take bus9 or a taxi. Then get off at Cape Collinson bus stop
(the bus will pass a wooded hillside, then a tiny roundabout. Alight at the stop just after this).
Travelling time:

1 to 1.5 hours

Length:	4.5 km

Difficulty:

Moderate				

Hiking time:	2 to 2.5 hours

Other points of interest
The village of Shek O is well worth a visit. Take bus 9 on Shek O Road at
the end of the hike. The area is favoured by expats because of its more laidback lifestyle. It has great little restaurants and a popular beach. Other things
to do are rent bicycles for a spin around the area, visit the Tin Hau Temple,
and stroll out to the tip of the headland and across the footbridge to an islet
affording majestic coastal views.

Look out for
The reason why local villagers called their undulating ridge-topping trail a ‘Dragon’s Back’ is easy to guess
– its ups and downs made them think of a dragon’s spine!

14

Hong Kong Island

15

Hong Kong Trail Section 8

Dragon’s Back and Shek O Beach

Big Wave Bay Beach
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Jardine's Lookout
This classic Hong Kong walk in the central part of the
island offers fantastic views of the city and lovely reservoirs
– an extraordinary contrast. Enjoy picnic spots, beautiful
surroundings and the brilliant blue waters of the reservoirs.
Stop at the viewpoints and soak up the atmosphere!
Begin your hike at the petrol station at Wong Nai Chung
Gap, where the historical road slices through the upper hills
of the island. Head up the signposted path where the trail
starts opposite to HK Parkview. Continue along the route
(Hong Kong Trail) and follow the signs to Jardine’s Lookout. It’s a fair climb, but well worth it! The climb eases as
you reach the top of Jardine’s Lookout. You are right above the green slopes of eastern Hong Kong Island, looking
southeast down to reservoirs amidst woodland, the coastline and the sea beyond.

Take a short side trail to the left and hey presto, you’re suddenly right over the city. Far below is Happy Valley in
the northwest, famed for its racetrack. Beyond are the glistening high rises and shopping malls of trendy Causeway
Bay, Wan Chai and Central. On a clear day, you can enjoy stunning views of Kowloon and the hills of the New
Territories. This is surely one of Hong Kong’s finest vantage points.
Back to the main trail, which now drops to the east and it’s soon time for another steep climb. Once again, you’re
in for picture-postcard views. Stay on the Hong Kong Trail and you soon climb Mount Butler, where the trail tunnels
through woodland and bamboo before emerging at another great viewing spot.
From here, it is downhill – Jacob’s Ladder to Quarry Gap, then follow Mt. Parker Road. Still following the Hong Kong
Trail, head right to pass Tai Tam Reservoir, and turn right again to pass the Tai Tam Upper Reservoir dam, and then
follow the shore of Tai Tam Tuk Reservoir – the largest reservoir on Hong Kong Island.
How to get there:	Take bus 6 or 66 from Exchange Square, Central up to Wong Nai Chung Gap – the stop is just
after the cricket club at the petrol station. Or, MTR Causeway Bay Station Exit A, then take a taxi.
Returning from Tai Tam Road, there are stops for buses heading for MTR Shau Kei Wan Station
(on the left).
Travelling time:

1 to 1.5 hours

Length:	8.5 km

Difficulty:

Moderate				

Hiking time:	3 to 4 hours

Other points of interest
At the end of the trail, cross Tai Tam Road and take bus
14 or 314 to world-famous Stanley, with its not-to-bemissed market, trendy bars and restaurants featuring
fine alfresco dining and a wonderful Mediterranean
ambience. It’s truly magical!

Did you know?
Jardine’s Lookout is named after William Jardine, a co-founder of Jardine Matheson & Co, the British trading
house. Standing here, its staff used to watch for the safe return of their trading ships through the harbour entrance
far below.
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Hong Kong Trail Section 5 Starting Point

Tai Tam Tuk Reservoir

20

Jardine’s Lookout
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